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Features of a Qualitative Data

❑ Non-numeric

❑ Unstructured data 

❑ Mainly words and visuals (could 
include audios and videos)

(Adu, 2019)



Qualitative Data Coding

Systematically 
Summarizing 

Data 

Extracting 
relevant

Data

Reducing the 
excepts to 

codes/themes 

Addressing the 
research 

questions
(Adu, 2019)



Types of 

Qualitative 

Analysis

Content analysis 

Thematic analysis 



Content 

Analysis

Developing 

codes/themes (i.e., 

coding frame)

Extracting relevant 

information 

Assigning codes/themes 

to the extracts 

Types of Qualitative Analysis

(Adu, 2017; Zhang & Wildemuth, 2005) 



Thematic 

Analysis

Extracting relevant 

information

Developing 

codes/themes

Assigning codes/themes 

to the extracts 

Types of Qualitative Analysis

(Guest, MacQueen, & Namey, 2012; Maguire & Delahunt, 2017) 



Philosophical Assumptions Informing 

Qualitative Data Coding

❑ Multiple perspectives 

❑ Relevance of the context

❑ Close connection researcher and 

participants/phenomenon

(Adu, 2019)



Conducting Epoché (Bracketing)

Taking

Taking your role 
as a researcher 

seriously

Working

Working in line 
with the 

philosophical 
assumptions 

associated with 
the research 

approach 

Suspending

Suspending the 
theories you 

have 

(Larsen & Adu, 2021)



Conducting Memoing



Coding Strategies

1. Description-focused Coding

2. Interpretation-focused 

Coding

3. Presumption-focused Coding

(Adu, 2019)



Description-focused Coding

Select

Understand

Describe

Code

Developing codes based on 

what is being said in the 

transcript

Coding Strategies

(Adu, 2019)

What is being said?



Interpretation-focused Coding

Select

Understand

Interpret

Code

Developing codes based on 

your interpretation of what 

being said

Coding Strategies

(Adu, 2019)

What does the participant mean?



Presumption-focused Coding

Producing codes (i.e., 

clams) based on evidence 

discovered in the data

Review

Select

Make a 

claim

Code

Coding Strategies

(Adu, 2019)

Based on the evidence, what 

conclusion can I make?



Qualitative Data 
Coding Steps 

Step 1: Determine an appropriate coding 

strategy 

Step 2: Create an anchor code for each of 
the research questions 

Step 3: Identify relevant excerpt, assign a 
code or connect it to existing code

Step 4: Categorize codes

(Adu, 2019)



For Demonstration Purpose



For 
Demonstration 
Purpose



For Demonstration Purpose

Research Questions

1. What are the causes of burnout among primary 

health care physicians? 

2. What can be done to reduce burnout among primary 

health care Physicians? 



Step 1: Determine an appropriate coding strategy 

Things to Consider

1. Intent of the study

2. Nature of the data



Step 2: Create an anchor code for each of the 

research questions 

Research Questions

1. What are the causes of burnout among primary 
health care physicians? Burnout causes 

2. What can be done to reduce burnout among primary 
health care Physicians? Burnout solutions

Anchor code

Anchor code

Anchor code is a label assigned to a research question.

(Adu, 2019)



Step 3: Identify relevant excerpt, assign a code or connect it 

to existing code

Anchor 

code

Anchor 

code

Code Code Code Code

Data Data

Extract Extract

Creating 
a code 

Connecting it 
to an existing 

code

(Adu, 2019)



CodeRelevant excerpt

(Adu, 2019)

Step 3: Identify relevant excerpt, assign a code or connect it 

to existing code

Resource: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KOpSG7myOg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KOpSG7myOg


Step 4: Categorize codes

Using Sorting Strategy
Examining codes and grouping them based on their 

similarities

Codes

Cluster 1 
(Theme 1)

Codes

Cluster 2 
(Theme 2)

Codes

Cluster 3 
(Theme 3)

Sorting Process

1. Review each code

2. Group them based 

on their similarities

3. Label each cluster 

(Adu, 2019)

Resource: 
https://www.slideshare.net/kon
torphilip/using-sorting-strategy-
in-qualitative-analysis

https://www.slideshare.net/kontorphilip/using-sorting-strategy-in-qualitative-analysis


Step 4: Categorize codes



Step 4: Categorize codes

1. What are the causes of burnout among primary health care physicians? Burnout causes 

Review each code Group them based on their 

similarities

Label each cluster 

(Adu, 2019)



Routledge

Amazon

FREE COPY for professors/instructors teaching research 

method course(s). 

Please go to: 

https://www.routledge.com/textbooks/evaluation/97

81138486874

https://www.routledge.com/A-Step-by-Step-Guide-to-Qualitative-Data-Coding/Adu/p/book/9781138486874
https://www.amazon.com/Step-Step-Guide-Qualitative-Coding/dp/1138486876/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1616894002&refinements=p_27%3APhilip+Adu&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Philip+Adu
https://www.routledge.com/textbooks/evaluation/9781138486874


Larsen, H. & Adu, P. (2021). The theoretical framework in 

phenomenological research: Development and 

application. Oxford: Routledge

Routledge

Amazon

FREE COPY for professors/instructors teaching research 

method course(s). 

Please go to: https://lnkd.in/efWFcAa

https://www.routledge.com/The-Theoretical-Framework-in-Phenomenological-Research-Development-and/Larsen-Adu/p/book/9780367540524
https://www.amazon.com/Theoretical-Framework-Phenomenological-Research-Development-dp-0367540525/dp/0367540525/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1616507638
https://lnkd.in/efWFcAa


Video of this Presentation

https://fb.watch/6Frnw2DJDf/

https://fb.watch/6Frnw2DJDf/
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